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December 9, 2021 
 
Heidi Brown 
Before and After School District Coordinator 
Des Moines Public Schools 
 
 
Dear Ms. Brown, 
 
The After School Arts Program (ASAP) has been honored to be a community partner with Des 
Moines Public Schools, serving students throughout the district thanks to essential 21st Century 
grant funds. ASAP is committed to providing quality arts education for even more students in the 
district, to meet their needs and the steady demand for arts programming.  
 
ASAP’s mission is to affirm young people as persons of value, nurture their skill and talent in the arts, 
help them realize their artistic gifts, and broaden their awareness of the varieties of artistic 
expression. ASAP has been working closely with Des Moines Public Schools since its founding in 
2007, connecting students with quality enrichment programming in a wide variety of artistic 
mediums, led by experienced teaching artists. Most ASAP programming takes place in small studio 
classes over the course of several weeks, allowing for depth of discovery, creative experimentation, 
and strong relationship building between ASAP staff and students. Students, teachers and 
administrators, and parents report real, positive results for the students who participate in ASAP.  
 
ASAP is in strong financial position to provide program value in-kind. The program fee covers 57% of 
the total cost of the program, while ASAP provides the remaining 43% through fundraising and 
grantwriting. For one hour of programming serving fifteen children, the fee is $100; that offsets total 
program costs of $175, which includes art and studio supplies (which have risen considerably over 
the past year), teaching artist stipends, training and background checks, insurance, and program 
staff oversight. The total in-kind contribution per year for these three sites is $2,250.  
 
ASAP would be pleased and honored to continue this relationship in the future at additional schools, 
specifically Windsor, Oak Park and Madison elementary schools. ASAP has actually received 
requests from several Windsor parents over the years about the possibility of having programming 
there.  
 
We look forward to working closely with Des Moines Public Schools to help enrich the lives of ASAP 
students, their families, and their community.  
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
 
Michelle Bolton King 
Executive Director 
ASAP, the After School Arts Program 
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December 8, 2021 
 
 
 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 
 

On behalf of the YMCA of Greater Des Moines, I write this letter of support for the Des Moines Public 
Schools and the 21st Century Learning Centers. Locally, our public schools have been great partners with 
community-based organizations to enrich the lives of students and families. Through strategic 
partnerships, 21st century Learning Centers have been able to leverage resources from many youth 
serving groups including the YMCA. 

 
At the YMCA we support Out-of-School Time by providing water safety instruction for 21st Century 
Learning Centers. We bus students to the YMCA for lessons while tracking changes in their attitudes 
towards physical activity, and knowledge and skills in being safe around water. We look forward to 
providing this program to students at Oak Pak, Madison and Windsor Elementary schools for a total of 
$13,000 in-kind funds.   

The Des Moines Public Schools and the YMCA of Greater Des Moines are well positioned to make a 
positive impact in the lives of children and families in our communities. 

Cameron Nicholson 

Chief Operating 

Officer 
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December 7, 2021 
 
Heidi Brown 
Before and After School District Coordinator 
Des Moines Public Schools 
 
 
Dear Ms. Brown, 
 
Build Lincoln Higher (BLH) has been honored to be a community partner with Des Moines Public 
Schools, serving students throughout the district thanks to essential 21st Century grant funds. BLH 
is committed to providing quality programming for even more students in the district, to meet their 
needs and steady the demand for after school enrichment programming. 
 
Build Lincoln Higher’s mission is to support the overall student experience by removing barriers to 
access enrichment programming in the areas of academic enrichment, fine arts, student clubs, and 
athletics. Build Lincoln Higher has supported Des Moines Public Schools students and student 
activity programs since its founding in 1944, connecting students with quality enrichment 
programming in a wide variety of areas, including fine arts, student clubs. Most BLH programming 
takes place in the after school setting with students K-12.  
 
BLH would be pleased and honored to continue this relationship in the future at additional schools, 
specifically Oak Park, Madison, and Windsor elementary schools with in-kind contributions in the 
amount of $4,500 per year.  
 
We look forward to working closely with Des Moines Public Schools to help enrich the lives of BLH 
students, their families, and their community.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Jason Levang 
President 
BLH, Build Lincoln Higher  



 
Dear Jane Bishop,  
 
 
The after-school youth nutrition program, Kids in the Kitchen, has been honored to be a 
community partner with Des Moines Public Schools, serving students throughout the 
district thanks to essential 21st Century grant funds.  
 
The Kids in the Kitchen curriculum is a hands-on, evidenced-based youth nutrition 
program that is based on the MyPlate guidelines. When youth in Kindergarten-5th grade 
participate in this program they learn about healthy food choices, food safety, and active 
living. During the 7-week program youth build self-efficiency in the kitchen through 
promoting skill development in: measuring, recipe reading, knife skills, food safety, and 
nutrition knowledge.  
 
The topics covered in the Kids in the Kitchen curriculum include kitchen and food safety, 
physically activity, and the five food groups: fruits, vegetables, grains, dairy, and protein. 
After each lesson, the youth help create and taste a recipe related to the food group 
discussed. For example, dairy, the students build their own yogurt parfait.  
 
ISU Extension and Outreach would be pleased and honored to continue this 
relationship in the future with Des Moines Public Schools. This would be equal to an 
$1,800 in kind donation from our organization.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Cassie Odland 
 
 
Cassie Odland 
Family Life and Nutrition Educator  
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, Polk County 
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