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SUMMER LESSONS FOR YOUR PROGRAM

This presentation will provide several easy to use lessons to jump start your summer
program with social emotional learning and student engagement. We have included
plenty of resources that you can use all year round.

First, begin with the organizational principles developed by Harry Wong (Author of 
the First Days of School).   He provides regular procedures (routines) for the children 
so they become comfortable with what goes on in the classroom.   You can use 
variations of this with children in your class.



Harry Wong’s Implementation Guide

You can use this as a reference to help 
you organize your classroom.   Spend 
some time each day reviewing this guide.

This 92 page PDF guide is available 
online (URL below).

https://www.effectiveteaching.com/userfiles/uploads/Guides/Implementation_Guide_for_THE_First_Days_of_School_5th_Edition.pdf

https://www.effectiveteaching.com/userfiles/uploads/Guides/Implementation_Guide_for_THE_First_Days_of_School_5th_Edition.pdf
https://www.effectiveteaching.com/userfiles/uploads/Guides/Implementation_Guide_for_THE_First_Days_of_School_5th_Edition.pdf


FIRST LESSON

 EVERYONE IS IMPORTANT IN THIS CLASS



 Teacher-Benefits of Social Emotional Learning

 More positive attitudes toward oneself, others, and tasks including enhanced self-efficacy, 
confidence, persistence, empathy, connection and commitment to school, and a sense of purpose. 
Practice finding the potential in every child and contact parents and tell them something good about their 
child.

 Classroom jobs help students feel at place in the classroom, giving them a purpose beyond just 
“student.” For example, an otherwise shy child who doesn't feel like they fit in could find their confidence 
and develop crucial social emotional skills and new friendships in the role of teacher helper.




 Students-Good morning class. I want to tell you that in my class, everyone is 
important and that we all will be working together to learn this summer.  Everyone is 
important and has a job to do in my class.  I need you to help me with a lot of different 
tasks everyday that will help make our learning fun and exciting.

 I have a job for each of you and we may change jobs so everyone gets a chance to try 
a different job in the classroom.

 Class jobs include: Calendar Helper, Chair Stacker, Book Collector, Door Holder, Lights 
Helper, Line Leader, Lunch Helper, Paper Passer, Pencil Helper, Plant Helper, Teachers 
Helper, Supplies Helper, Clean Up Crew, Trash Helper, Caboose, First Aid Helper, Shoe 
Tying Helper etc..
 Can you think of any job that I did not include in my list?



Review the daily activities with the class:

 Weekly Calendar
 Time class begins
 Attendance
 Morning Assignment
 Cleanup
 Bathroom time
 Lunch
 Cleanup
 Afternoon Assignment
 Cleanup
 Dismissal



SECOND LESSON
This lesson helps the child communicate with the teacher about their lives



INSTRUCTIONS:  Write down anything you would like your teacher to know about your life.  



This lesson is based on the book by 
Kyle Schwartz, a teacher in Colorado.

https://thecalmishteacher.com/implementing-i-wish-my-
teacher-knew/

It’s crucial for your kids to know that you want to help 
them, be there for them, and to understand when they 
are having a bad day. It’s designed to keep 
communication open.

Below is an Implementation Guide for I wish my 
Teacher Knew

https://thecalmishteacher.com/implementing-i-wish-my-teacher-knew/


LESSON THREE –THE WIZARD OF OZ

 SHOW THE MOVIE- THE WIZARD OF OZ

 OR show an online video Clip https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQWSh7Db-_E

 Talk about the characters, the story, and explain that sometimes a movie is very
different from what the author wrote in the book.

 READ THE WIZARD OF OZ Book online.

 https://www.gutenberg.org/files/55/55-h/55-h.htm

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQWSh7Db-_E
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/55/55-h/55-h.htm


Teacher Tip- note that difficult vocabulary words from the book are in bold, you should explain their meaning 
to the class.















QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

1) Name the characters in this chapter of the book- (Dorothy, Toto, Aunt EM, and 
Uncle Henry)
2) What did Uncle Henry have in the book that he did not have in the movie? (A 
long beard)
3) How was Aunt Em described in the book that was very different from the movie? 
The book said she was gaunt.
4) Dorothy was an orphan? What does this mean?
5) What is a prairie? Prairies are ecosystems with temperate grasslands
6) How is the house different in the book compared with the movie? In the story it 
was a very small one room house. In the movie, it is a larger house with an attic and 
several rooms.
7) What is a garret? An attic



8) The three pictures all show one thing in common- what is it? A cyclone or 
tornado
9) What five main characters are in the movie but NOT in the chapter one? 
Professor Marvel (the wizard of Oz), Miss Gulch (the wicked witch), and the 
three hired hands- Hunk (the scarecrow), Hickory (the tin-man) and Zeke (the 
lion)
10) The book refers to a Kansas tornado as a CYCLONE. In 1900, the word 
cyclone was used
to describe any circular windstorm. Today, the term cyclone is used only for 
the largest
tropical wind storms. Want to learn more? 
http://www.aoml.noaa.gov/hrd/tcfaq/L1.html
11) What do you think will happen when the house lands?

http://www.aoml.noaa.gov/hrd/tcfaq/L1.html


Reading level for the book (Grades 3-8) Iowa Core Standards met:

RL3.1- Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text.
RL3.2- Recount stories including fables, folktales and myths from different cultures and
time periods. Determine the central message, lesson or moral and describe it.
RL3.3 –Describe the characters in a story. How do their actions contribute to the 
sequence
of events.
RL3.4-Determine the meaning of words.
RL3.5- Refer to the parts of stories using terms like chapter, scene and verse.
RL3.7- Use information gained from illustrations or maps to demonstrate understanding.
RL3.9-Compare and Contrast the themes, settings, plots or characters in stories by the
same author or compare between the book and the movie.
RL3.10-By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas
and poetry



• Work on Geography as you read about OZ by exploring MAPS of OZ
The Wonderful World of OZ (online) - You can have students do a play based on this book and let them make it different from the 1939 movie 
updating the plot for a new generation. Hint you could have students combine 2 or more stories from the OZ collection and create costumes 
and backgrounds and turn this into a play for parents.

• Little Wizard Stories of OZ

• The Tin Woodman of OZ

• The Lost Princess of OZ

• The magic of OZ

• Rinkitink in OZ

• Dorothy and the Wizard in OZ

• The Emrald City of OZ

• The Road to OZ

• Ozma of OZ

• The Scarecrow of OZ

• The Royal Book of OZ

• Glinda of OZ

• Tik-Tok of OZ

• The Patchwork Girl of OZ

• The Marvelous Land of OZ

http://oz.wikia.com/wiki/Maps_of_Oz
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/55/55-h/55-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/25519/25519-h/25519-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/30852
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/959/959-h/959-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/50194
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/25581
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/22566
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/41667
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/26624
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/33361
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/51263
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/30537/30537-h/30537-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/39868
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/52176
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/955/955-h/955-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/54/54-h/54-h.htm


•Teachers Guide to Literacy Interventions that work
•IPTV Teacher Resources
•KWL creator (With lesson plans from K-12)

•Diamante poems (with Poetry lesson plans from K-12)
•PBS tools for teachers (Online Lesson Builder, Storyboard, Quiz 
Maker and Puzzle Builder)
•Visuwords (Visual Dictionary and Thesaurus-creates a graphic for 
each word)
•Word Viz (Visual Dictionary)
•Vocabulary.Com (Online Dictionary)
•Marzano's Six Steps to Teaching Vocabulary (Printable PDF)

•Marzano Vocabulary Games PDF
•Remove Limits to Learning with Systematic Vocabulary Instruction 
(PDF)    Iowa AG Literacy Foundation (Publications and Resources)

http://www.jimwrightonline.com/pdfdocs/brouge/rdngManual.PDF
http://site.iptv.org/iowaoutdoors/teacher-resources
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/creator-30846.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/diamante-poems-30053.html
http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/tools/
http://visuwords.com/learn
http://wordvis.com/
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/
http://www.altonschools.org/media/pdf/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://www.deercreekschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_37435/File/deer%20creek%20district/federal%20program/Vocabulary%20Games.pdf
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED544614.pdf
http://www.iowaagliteracy.org/resources/publications/publications.aspx


SIGHT WORD RESOURCES:
More Resources for Teachers:

•Dolch Wordlist Generator
•Dolch Words (K-3) PDF
•Mrs. Perkins Dolch Word Resources
•(Word Lists, Flash Cards and PPT for download)
•Fry 1,000 Word List

•Fry Sight Words by Grade Level
•Sight Word Lessons
•Sight Word Flash Cards (PDF)

•Dolch Sight Word Flash Cards w/ Pictures (Word)
•Sight Word Games

•Sight Word Fishing Lesson Plan

http://www.interventioncentral.org/teacher-resources/dolch-wordlist-fluency-generator
http://www.k12reader.com/dolch/dolch_alphabetized_by_grade_with_nouns.pdf
http://www.mrsperkins.com/dolch.htm
http://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/fry-words-complete-list/view/
http://www.k12reader.com/subject/vocabulary/fry-words/
http://www.sightwords.com/sight-words/lessons/
http://www.sightwords.com/sight-words/flash-cards/
http://bogglesworldesl.com/dolch/flashcards.htm
http://www.sightwords.com/sight-words/games/
http://www.sightwords.com/sight-words/games/fishing/


HAVE A GREAT SUMMER EXPERIENCE!!!

Questions?

Contact Vic Jaras, Iowa Dept. of Education

Vic.jaras@iowa.gov 515-402-2729

mailto:Vic.jaras@iowa.gov
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